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I understand that the attached 
■SBorandua reflects a roc n — ni dation 
to the President at a nesting la which 
Messrs. Ball, Johnson and lostow 
participated today. 
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•:£MCH"ia^ TC THE PilZCIDENT 


Representatives o£ State 'and Defense, the Attorney General, 
and Mr. Ix>vett, met to consider the course of action to be 
followed with respect to the Soviet vessels which have altered 
course (Group A), and those vccsslfi etill proceeding towards 
Cuba (Group B). V7ith respect ' o Group A, it is recommended: 

1. That the Department of Defense in:arcept, trail, £.ae 
;,..stogreph, but not interfere with, such vessels. The cbject i* to 
. . cord the fact of their turnaround and, to the extent possible, the 
...«.racter of their cargo. 

T *:th rcs-.sst to Group B, it ie recommended that: 

1. They be stopped and searched in accordance with the 
Proclamation; 

2. That the order t£ search be determined by the oscf- ..J 
i. w*r operational availability to our forces; 

3. Should a veseel refuse to comply with orders to stop, 
v _ should proceed to execute the terms of ;he Proclamation with 

: zcial attention to the minimum use of force, given the liUeliaood '' 
...at their cargoes /.ill prove innocent. 

Iz I j recommended that a Department of Defense spoilsman announce that: 

1. Some of the Bloc vessels proceeding towards Cuba appear 
to have altered course; 

2. No intercepts have yetbeen necessary; — — 

3. Other vessels are proceeding towards Cuba and will be 
intercepted in accordance with the proclamation. 

Ca a background basis, it will be explained that those vessels which 
t-ite.-id course were those we had reason to believe- cqnfcained offensive 
•w.apons; but that inspeJJUcWoi'otfier yflssejs'ifc JrcScuirejd, £4* an- in 
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the future, until offensive weapons and installations are removed 
from Cuba, because such vessels could contain essential components 
for offensive weapons. 
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Bie attached item «Hn«bAa aigna<wrV^eci»d Jatkt le # returned to, 
S/S - William H. Brubeck, Room 722k, within JD daya. , 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1962 


TOP SECRE T SENSITIVE 
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 


Representatives of State and Defense, the Attorney General, 
and Mr. Lovett, met to consider the course of action to be 
followed with respect to the Soviet vessels which have altered 
course (Group A), and those vessels still proceeding towards 
Cuba (Group B). With respect to Group A, it is recommended: 

1. That the Department of Defense intercept, trail, and 
photograph, but not interfere with, such vessels. The object is to 
record the fact of their turnaround and, to the extent possible, the 
character -of their cargo. 

With respect to Group B, it is recommended that: 

1. They be stopped and searched in accordance with the 
Proclamation; 

2. That the order of search be determined by the order of 
their operational availability to our forces; 

3. Should a vessel refuse to comply with orders to stop, 
we should proceed to execute the terms of the Proclamation with 
special attention to the minimum use of force, given the likelihood 
that their cargoes will prove innocent. 

It is recommended that a Department of Defense spokesman announce that: 

^ ~ 1. Some of the Bloc vessels proceeding towards Cuba appear 
to have altered course; 


«3 ^5. No intercepts have yet been necessary}^ 


* ^J -&. Other vessels are proceeding towards Cubaj »n ri wi ll fc> e_^ 
( jgite^ r o r ^d-fr r u/, '' Mt ' v ^ w t rfl "ri , th the -Procl a mation. 

ouuela which 
believe contained offensive 
d, now and in 
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the future, until offensive weapons and installations are removed 
from Cuba, because such vessels could contain essential components 
for offensive weapons. 


W. W. R. 


